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A unique occasion deserves a unique experience.

For Expert Advice Call
01722 744 695

 
 

 
https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/special-occasion-holidays/once-in-lifetime-events/midnight-sun/iceland-whales-volcanoes/

Iceland Whale & Volcano Extravaganza

Break available: Mid June- End September 8
Night Break 

If you are looking for a Volcano fix then this break is for you! We
will take you to Askja Caldera in the very heart of Iceland, and for
the more adventurous you even have the chance to swim in the
actual Volcano! This dramatic area is where Neil Armstrong and
Buzz Aldrin trained  for the first moon landing, and looking around
you will see why - it certainly does feel at times as if you are
walking on the moon! Iceland is sadly becoming crowded in the
summer which is a reason why we recommend a visit to the North
of Iceland. Volcanic wonders abound with bizarre lava shapes,
powerful waterfalls, bubbling mud pools and incredible canyons,
and it is yet to be discovered by large numbers of tourists. You will
take a whale watching cruise out of Husavik, considered the best
place in Europe for Whale Sightings, and with a 98% incidence
of sightings you are almost guaranteed a sighting! The beauty of
going during the midnight sun is you can pack in so much more,
so you really can see as much as you have the stamina for!  

 

Highlights

● Whale Watching Boat Trip
● Full day Askja Caldera SuperJeep Safari
● Mount Hekla SuperJeep Adventure
● Self Explore Strokkur Geyser and Thingvellir mini rift Valley

and Gullfoss Waterfall
● Self Explore Diamond Circle

● Dettifoss Waterfall, Asbyrgi Canyon, Krafla Crater
● Self Explore Myvatn area

● Dimmuborgir, Hverir mud pools, Dimmuborgir and a stop
at the Nature Baths

● Self Explore South Coast
● Vik, Volcanic Black Beaches & Basalt Columns, Lava

Eruption Centre
● 6 Nights in 2 boutique cabins with stunning views
● 2 nights in the vibrant capital Reykjavik

Day by Day Itinerary

DAY 1 Fly to Reykjavik
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Fly to Reykjavik and on arrival have a fly-bus transfer you to your hotel to start your special weekend away.

Rest of the day is free, perhaps to enjoy one of the best seafood restaurants you will find anywhere in the world. Overnight in Reykjavik

DAY 2 Fly Husavik, Whale Watching Adventure

This morning you will fly to Husavik to pick up your hire car.

The charming town of Husavik is an authentic fishing town filled with colourful houses and a restaurant right on the harbour serving fresh
local seafood.

We would recommend you visit the excellent Whale museum with its fascinating insights, many huge whale skeletons and gain an insight into
the whale research in the area.

This afternoon venture out in a traditional oak fishing boat on a 3 hour trip in search of Humpback, Orcas, Blue and Minke Whales. All the
skippers have over 10 years of whale searching under their belts and have an incredible 98% success rate since 1995!

The Whale Watching tours run through the day so you can choose a different time if you prefer. For example between June – mid August you
can take a very evocative evening Whale Watching 3hr trip under the Midnight Sun!

On all trips seafaring overalls are provided to keep you warm and dry. Hot chocolate, cinnamon rolls as well as the “Captains Privilege” are
all on hand!

What our Husavik whale watching tour was like

Return to your cottage and you may wish to wander along the little trails in-front of your cottage towards the sea, or take a dip in the hot tub
which is constantly fed by the geothermal stream and is beautifully warm!. This is a beautiful spot and we would recommend you open a
bottle of wine and sit on your private terrace and enjoy soaking up the magnificent view.

Overnight in the cabin just outside Husavik.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Whale Watching on Sail Boat

This is a unique 3 hr sailing tour on a gaff rigged traditional wooden schooner that combines whale watching, puffin bird watching and a
sailing adventure. On board you will experience the past by setting sails and assisting the skipper in helming.

A Sailing outfit will be lent to you to keep you warm and dry, as will the Hot chocolate, cinnamon rolls and the “captains privilege”!

Price per person: From £15 (Upgrade and instead of Standard Whale Watching tour). Available from 1st June -15th Sept

https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/iceland-myths-legends-waterfalls-barren-landscape-fire-ice-geysers-glaciers/
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DAY 3 Askja Caldera SuperJeep Safari

This will probably be the highlight of your trip and involves a @ 12 hr SuperJeep Tour right into the heart of Iceland to the Askja Caldera. In
1967 Buzz Aldrin and Neil Armstrong came here to train for landing on the moon as it was felt to be the closest place on the planet to how the
moon would be. As you travel through this area you will see why!

Don’t let the length of the day put you off as you will journey through the most varied lava landscape, changing from black hard volcanic lava
flows, to a landscape littered with pumice, to a black volcanic ash desert, interspersed with unexpected rivers and waterfalls with bursts of
vibrant coloured flowers.

All the time you are heading towards the dramatic Volcanic Caldera of Askja that dominates the plain.

We recommend you take a picnic lunch with you and the guide will chose one of the many dramatic spots to stop for lunch. This could
be beside an Oasis fed by spring waters bubbling up from under the lava with vibrant green plants, near to one of the surprising waterfalls
which force their way out through the basalt columns, or overlooking the Viti explosion crater in the heart of the caldera.

To reach the Viti explosion crater  there is a flat 2.5km hike across the middle of the Askja Caldera which takes about 45 minutes. Once at
Víti we will take our time and absorb the incredible atmosphere of the Askja Caldera, and for the more adventurous amongst you, time
allowing there maybe the chance to swim in a Volcano ! Yes you can climb down to the geothermal lake inside the volcano and swim in it’s
milky waters- what a great experience and story that makes!

We will also visit Holuhraun lava field which sits on the floodplains between Vatnajökull Glacier and the Askja caldera Mountain Range. The
rough, untouched and still cooling lava field created in 2015 is Iceland’s youngest lava field and we will have an opportunity to explore it.

This is the most extraordinary day, and indeed often you do feel like you are walking on the moon!

A la Carte Optional Extras

Upgrade Super-Jeep Tour to a Private Tour to Askja

If you wish you can upgrade today to a PRIVATE super-jeep tour of up to 5 people.

Price per person: Extra £355 per person (2 people)
Price per person: Extra £55 per person (4 people)

DAY 4 Diamond Circle - Dettifoss, Krafla, Asbyrgi
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Today explore, using your hire car, some of North Iceland’s stunning Nature on the Diamond Ring Road.

In fact the region abounds with natural volcanic wonders, but particularly recommended is Dettifoss, Europe’s most powerfull waterfall, and
Krafla, with its dramatic 800m high Caldera, which should not be missed.

A great place for a picnic lunch stop is Asbyrgi, a gigantic and dramatic horseshoe-shaped rock formation in a deep canyon. Heavily forested
it is a great place for a gentle hike to really appreciate the beauty and scale of this place.

Return to the cabin to relax with a glass of wine with a view !

DAY 5 Self Explore the Myvatn area - Fly Reykjavik & Self Drive to Wilderness Cabin

Today start early as there is a lot to see !

Self drive to explore the volcanic landscape that makes this area such a very beautifulplace.

Visit the beautiful Lake Myvatn created 2300 years ago by a basaltic lava eruption and now teeming with bird life. Geothermal activity
abounds and fascinating lava shapes and lava pillars can be seen in all directions.

Discover the magic of the area including the Dimmuborgir lava area with it’s strange lava shapes and lava tubes, the Skútustaðir pseudo
craters, and the Hverir geothermal area with it’s boiling mud pools.

If you are looking for somewhere unusual for lunch stop at the Vogafjos Cowshed where they have cleverly combined a café and the milking
area separated by glass. It is quite a bizarre moment to eat your lunch overlooked by a munching cow!

We would recommend you end at the Myvatn Baths where you can have a completely natural experience that begins with a relaxing dip
amidst clouds of steam rising up from a fissure deep in the Earth´s surface, and ends with a luxurious swim in a pool of geothermal water
drawn from depths of up to 2,500 metres.

The beauty of the Myvatn Baths is that they are not as busy as the Blue Lagoon has become so you can really relax and enjoy this natural
soak in peace.

Take the last flight out of Husavik to Reykjavik. On arrival pick up your hire car and self drive to your wilderness cabin (@ 2 hrs). The beauty
of the midnight sun is you will be driving down in daylight.

You will be met nearby to be guided to your cabin, and the guide will cook for you on the bbq or serve you a 3 course meal. We have had
wonderful feedback on his meals with the bbq lamb from his family farm being particularly liked. Afterwards he will retire and leave you to
enjoy your meal under the midnight sun.

DAY 6 Self Explore the South Coast - Volcanic Beaches & Basalt Columns,
Seljandsfoss & Skogar Waterfalls, Lava Eruption Centre
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After breakfast this morning head off in your self drive car to the South coast with the dramatic Glaciers and Volcanoes of Hekla and
Eyjafjallajökull to your left and the Atlantic Ocean on your right.

Continue to the charming small village of Vik to visit the Black Beaches and dramatic rock formations

Visit Seljalandsfoss where you will be mesmerised as you walk behind and stare out through the falling water across the flat landscape
towards the South Beaches. Also visit the dramatic and thundering Skogar Waterfall which will use up a few photos on your memory card !

Finally the new Lava Eruption Centre is an engaging exhibition that grabs the enthusiasm of young and old alike and is a fascinating way to
spend an hour.

Return to overnight at the cabin. Tonight you will cook for yourself. You will have pre-chosen your meal before you go so that your ingredients
and recipe are waiting for you at the cabin.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Glacial Hiking on glacial tongue Seimajökull

Transfer to join the small group visiting the magnificent frozen glacial tongue Seimajokull and hike on the glacier. Explore the crevasse
riddled outlet glacier with its amazing ice formations, sinkholes and jagged ridges.

You will be on the ice 1 ½ hrs-2 hrs and the pace is leisurely with plenty of stops to talk about the formation of Glaciers and Global warming
etc. The Glacier is a 20 min walk from the starting point.

We will provide all the tools you need: crampons and safety lines but you must wear Hiking Boots for the Crampons to fit onto.

Price Per Person: From £85

Snowmobiling on the Mýrdalsjökull glacier

Head up in your hire car to the Snowmobile Meeting Point.

Here you will transfer to a SuperJeep to go on rough tracks up to the Snowline of the Mýrdalsjökull glacier to take an exhilarating hours
snowmobile ride to a vantage point with superb views back down to the Atlantic Coast . This Glacier is on the top of Katla Volcano with
dramatic views across to Eyjafjallajokull.

Whilst Katla is the next Volcano due to erupt it is extremely closely monitored and you will not be taken there at any hint of danger – but what
a great story to tell when it does erupt that you actually snowmobiled on it!

Price Per Person: From £180
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Eyjafjallajökull's Volcano Super-Jeep Tour

After breakfast take a super-jeep adventure out into the unique landscapes of South Iceland.

We work only with local guides who are both passionate about their country and want to share their insights with you but who are also trained
as part of the mountain rescue team. They will have fascinating stories to share about the volcanic eruption that occurred in 2010.

We continually receive fabulous feedback on this day from satisfied clients who enjoy this personalised, relaxed guided day
experience from enthusiastic local guides who are keen you have an extra special experience.

This tour will take you as close as is possible to the new large crater in Eyjafjallajökull volcano from the 2010 eruption and to places where no
hire car can go.

We drive up the slopes of the glacier in a highly equipped Super-Jeep and on our way take in the astonishing view over the whole South
coast of Iceland with it’s glaciers, and back across the Atlantic including the Westman-Islands.

This tour gives you the perfect glacier experience; an exciting Super Jeep drive in the snow, walk on the glacier and the magnificent view
over the south. This is real adventure!

If the clouds are low and therefore you will not get to see the views then you will be taken to Porsmork Valley instead deep inside the Land of
Mordur as we call it. Here you will go river fjording surrounded by imposing mountain ridges and Glaciers.

Price per person: From £195

Upgrade to a 3 Course Menu at Hotel Ranga

For those of you would prefer not to cook there is the option to upgrade to a 3 course set menu at the famed Hotel Ranga. Hotel Ranga’s
restaurant has an excellent reputation as one of the top gourmet restaurants in Iceland and many locals come down from Reykjavik just for
dinner.

Upgrade Price per person: From £40 



 
page 7/10

DAY 7 Mount Hekla Superjeep Adventure

Whilst the South of Iceland can get very busy in the summer today the guide will take you deep into the heart of the Highlands away from the
masses of tourists.

First up is Mt Hekla, one of Icelands most active volcanoes, and with the nickname “Gateway to Hell”. Be prepared for spectacular view after
spectacular view as you climb higher and higher on rough mountain tracks.

Continuing up into the Highlands you will explore the parts that tourists don’t normally get to in a modified super-jeep. With its rhyolite
mountains, geothermal areas, canyons, glaciers, volcanoes, waterfalls there is plenty to keep you engaged before you end in a beautiful
farmland area where one of the famed Sagas took place.

The beauty of this day is that your guide will adapt to your interests and the local weather to make the most of the day. This tour lasts about 7
hours.

Again you will be surprised by the variety of the volcanic landscapes shape and colour on this super-jeep tour- Expect your memory card to
get full with the many photos you will be taking!

Return to overnight at the cabin. Tonight you will cook for yourself. You will have pre-chosen your meal before you go so that your ingredients
and recipe are waiting for you at the cabin.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Upgrade to a 3 course meal at Hotel Anna

For those who would prefer to not cook and go out instead there is the option to upgrade to taking a 3 course meal at Hotel Anna. This local
country retreat has a wonderful friendly atmosphere and serves superb home cooked country food. The menu is based on regional traditions
and seasonal ingredients are sourced from local farmers and fishermen.

Upgraded Price per person : From £30

DAY 8 Golden Circle including Geyser, mini Rift valley and GullFoss waterfall

Today explore the Golden Circle at your own pace using your own car. The day is packed full of surprising landscapes and geological
marvels.

You will walk in a dramatic mini rift valley created by Tectonic plate movement, gaze at the thundering Gullfoss waterfall, and marvel at the
Strokkur Geyser which erupts every 5 mins.

We would also recommend you visit the spot where the first democratic parliament was established in 930 AD overlooking the stunning
plains of Pingvellir. Continue to self drive up to Reykjavik to overnight.
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DAY 9 Fly Home

Breakfast and self drive to the airport for your flight home.

Your action packed private tour is at an end , but you can go home knowing you have experienced the very best of Iceland away from the
crowds, and at your own pace.

For those of you travelling with children you may find our 8 year olds top 10 list of things to do in Iceland useful, as well as 10 useful things to
know to help you plan your Iceland trip

If this is not quite right you may like to consider our autumn break in the North of Iceland which also gives you a chance to see the Northern
Lights

Where You'll Stay

Husavik Cabins
Breakfast is served in the old stables and Husavik is less than 2 km away for dinner, or you can self cater dinner if you would
prefer.

These authentic bijoux cabins are nestled in nature allowing you to enjoy the peace and silence of Icelandic nature in private
enjoying the most stunning view.

You have wetlands in front of you teeming with bird life (the latest count was 92 species), followed by the sea estuary beyond and
the Snow capped Mountains. It really is stunning and a birds watchers paradise.

The cottages are very well equipped and have everything you could need including binoculars!

 

Saeli Icelandic Cabin
It is perfect for a family or two couples with a separate living/eating area and two main bedrooms and an attic bedroom which kids
will love. There are two separate bathrooms, one with a shower and one with a bath.

This has been refurbished very recently and is a wonderful place to relax and look out for the Northern Lights after the excitement
of the day adventure Superjeep tours. A brand new hot tub has just been added outside which comfortably fits 6 people.

There is wifi and mobile signal, TV with very limited channels (probably in Icelandic). The beds are set up as a double in one room, a
double with a combined single bunk bed above and then the attic has a mattress on the floor. We would therefore suggest it is
perfect for 4 adults and 2 children.

https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/8-year-olds-top-ten-things-iceland/
https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/10-useful-things-help-plan-trip-iceland/
https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/special-occasion-holidays/destinations/iceland-greenland/in-the-footsteps-of-astronauts/
https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/special-occasion-holidays/destinations/iceland-greenland/in-the-footsteps-of-astronauts/
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Hotel Reykjavik Centrum
During its construction, the remains of a Viking longhouse from the Settlement Period were found - now on display. Among the
finds excavated at the site were Iceland’s oldest human remains, dating from approximately 870 AD.

The hotel has 89 rooms, each fitted with modern amenities and all rooms have an ensuite bathroom.

For our experience whilst staying at Hotel Reykjavik Centrum

 

Reviews
"We had a wonderful break in Iceland. It was very well organised and all party members commented on how much they enjoyed the trip" All
of our guides were extremely hospitable. Many Thanks for organising a truly memorable experience”

We really loved Myvatn and Husavik. We had a Whale slapping the water with 3/4 of its body right infront of us, and the countryside was
stunning with volcanic stuff everywhere you looked! Every day we felt couldn't be bettered and then it was!! Askja was out of this world. We
had been nervous about the length of the day as we had a 12 yr old with us, but she and we had the best day ever! Both cabins were lovely.
A great success of a trip"

Price per person : From £2,995 Incl Flights

What's Included?

https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/why-we-recommend-hotel-reykjavik-centrum-in-reykjavik-iceland/
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● Flights with one hold bag per person (From the UK)
● Hekla Volcano Super-Jeep Tour (@ 7 hr)
● Super-Jeep tour to Askja Caldera (@ 12hr)
● 4WD Car Hire with one named driver
● Whale Watching Boat Trip
● 8 Nights with Breakfast (Husavik Cottages, Hotel Reykjavik Centrum, Saeli Icelandic Cabin)
● 3 Dinners (2 self cooked)

Departure Airport
● Heathrow
● Glasgow
● Gatwick
● Manchester

● Chicago
● New York
● Washington
● Boston
● San Francisco
● Orlando
● Minneapolis
● Seattle
● Denver
● San Francisco (Mon-Wed, Wed-Fri only . 8 nights + overnight flight)

Our international clients are welcome to book their own flights, and we will organise the ground arrangements

© 2018 Weekend a la Carte
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