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A unique occasion deserves a unique experience.

For Expert Advice Call
01722 744 695

 
 

 
https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/special-occasion-holidays/private-tours/europe/venice-verona-florence-rome/

Italian Cities Tour - Venice, Verona, Florence & Rome

Break available: SOLD OUT 9 nights

The perfect trip for a first timer to Italy, has to include the main
cities and that is what we have done. Including Venice, Verona,
Florence and Rome, you will get to sample four very different
regions. Enjoy some free time to explore the wonder that is this
incredible floating city of Venice, before you head to nearby
Verona. In Verona you have a night at the opera in an open-air
arena seated in the very best seats in the arena. We are
currently offering the best seats as a Free Complimentary
Upgrade. Travel onto Florence where you can embrace your
inner Lucy Honeychurch for the city of culture, where beauty is
apparent on every corner of every building. Finish in Rome
discovering ruins aplenty in this historical city. Our itinerary below
is an example of what we can do and what we recommend,
however it is only an idea, and can be fully tailor-made to suit you.
We can add or remove cities, provide busier schedules or more
time at leisure to relax and explore, the choice is entirely up to
you.

 

Highlights

● 10 day break visiting The Main Cities - Venice, Verona,
Florence and Rome

● Attend the Opera at the open-air Arena di Verona in the very
best seats in the house (Free Complimentary Upgrade)

● Private Guided Tour of the Florence Duomo
● Private Guided Vatican Visit in Rome
● Michelin Starred Chef prepared Gourmet Tasting Dinner at

The Met in Venice
● Venice and Verona Pass Cards providing free access to Key

sites avoiding queues

Day by Day Itinerary

DAY 1Fly to Venice and Private Airport Transfer to your hotel
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Fly into Venice where your private meet & greet transfer will be waiting to take you by private watertaxi to your hotel.

5 Star Hotel Metropole is the perfect blend of Venetian design and opulence. With incense drifting through the rooms, and Carnival masks
adorning most surfaces, you will be left in no doubt you have arrived in Venice! Located on the Grand Canal and only around 10mins walk to
St Mark’s Square, you are right where you need to be.

Why not add in our Optional Extra gondola ride to get a real feel for this floating city? After the rushing around at airports, enjoy a slower pace
of life as you glide along the Venetian canals.

This evening when you return to your hotel, why not give yourself the ultimate thrill of waking up with a stunning view over the lagoon of San
Giorgio Island. Upgrade to one of the Deluxe Lagoon View rooms, for that perfect start to your morning. See Optional Extras below for more
information on both the gondola ride and room upgrade.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Romantic Gondola Ride

The most romantic tour in Venice is by gondola and with good reason. See this decadent floating city in the only way it can be seen to be
truly appreciated; in the water. Glide along the Venetian canals and under bridges, as your gondolier steers you around the lagoon. Sit back
and enjoy the calming, peaceful ride.

Price Per Person: £65

Upgrade Hotel Metropole to a Deluxe Lagoon View Room

Whilst Hotel Metropole has the fantastic location, why not opt for a Deluxe Lagoon view room, instead of a street view.  The Deluxe Lagoon
view rooms come with a  stunning view of San Giorgio Island and are larger in size. Wake up each morning to a view like no other!

Price Per Person: From £70 per person per night

DAY 2Day at Leisure
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Today make full use of your Venice Pass Card to explore both the Doge’s Palace and St Mark’s Basilica. These are the first two must visit
sights in Venice, but both can attract lengthy queues, especially in summer. Our Venice Pass Card doubles as a beat the queues card,
providing you fast access into both.

In the Doge’s Palace, explore the seat of power ruled by the Doge’s in past Venice. Wonder at The Map Room and the golden staircase,
amongst many other sights. Then head over The Bridge of Sighs to the prison below ground. The Bridge of Sighs was the last sight the
prisoners got off this beautiful city.

Walk to St Mark’s Basilica, next door to the palace, for the final part of your Venice Pass Card. This basilica is an eclectic mix of East meets
West; a very Turkish outer structure, which gives way to a typically Venetian interior of gold covering every wall. It is worth paying the €3
charge per person to gain admittance to the roof, for incredible vistas over St Mark’s Square and the Campanile opposite.

Alternatively, if you would prefer to find out more about these fantastic buildings, why not add on our Optional Extra Private Highlights tour.
Have half a day with a private guide who will provide a full history, along with being able to answer any questions you may have.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Private Highlights Tour of Venice

For first timers to Venice, this is a great introduction. Your private guide will take you on a 3.5 hr tour around St Mark’s Basilica and the
Doge’s Palace. You will be able to walk through the prison made famous for temporarily housing Casanova, along with walking over the
Bridge of Sighs; prisoners last glimpse of the outside world. In the basilica, ascend to the roof where you can see the bronze horses taken
from Constantinople in past battles.

Price Per Person: £230 per person

DAY 3 Day at Leisure

Today has been left entirely at leisure for you. You can either take yourself on a wander, visit one of the main museums, or why not add on
our Optional Extras. We recommend our Semi Murano and Burano tour. Exploring the nearby islands in a small group.

For this evening, why not add one of our opera experiences. You can choose from either La Fenice Opera house, or Musica a Palazzo. La
Fenice has an extensive list of operas, whereas Musica a Palazzo is perfect for the first timer, as you can see popular operas being
performed in a beautiful palace. See Optional Extras below for more information on all these tours.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Semi Private Tour of Murano & Burano



 
page 4/16

The boat will collect you and take you onto both Murano and Burano with your guide. For no more than 8 people in total, this semi private
tour, also includes a glass blowing demonstration on Murano.

Price: From £170 per person for the small group (up to 8 people in total), to Burano and Murano with glass blowing introduction.
Please note this is available on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays only.

Attend La Fenice Opera
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Why not add a night taking in an opera in the best seats in this beautiful opera house. La Fenice has a range of well known operas, along
with more diverse lesser known operas, meaning there is something for everyone!

Click on the first photo below for a short video.

Please note there are very limited tickets for opera/ballet events prior to March. If there is a performance you would like to see in
January and February, please let us know and we will check with our supplier.

 

March:
 

Le Baruffe (Battistelli) – 02, 04

 
April:

 
I Lombardi alla Prima Crociata (Verdi) – 01, 03, 05, 07, 09

Faust (Guonod) – 22, 24, 26, 28, 30

 

There are no performances in May and August.

 

June:
 

Peter Grimes (Britten) – 24, 26, 29

 
July:

 
Peter Grimes (Britten) – 02, 05

 
September:

 

Madame Butterfly (Puccini) – 10, 16, 18, 20, 22

Il Trovatore (Verdi) – 11, 15, 17, 21, 23

 
October:

 

La Fille du Regiment (Donizetti) – 14, 16, 18, 20, 22

Price Per Person: From £22 per person.
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Attend Musica a Palazzo Opera Evening

Whether you are a first timer to opera, introducing someone who has not been before, an opera lover wanting a new experience, or La
Fenice doesn’t have any operas being performed whilst you are staying in Venice, Musica a Palazzo may well be the option for you.

Witness well-known operas performed every day of the week in a stunning palace, but with a twist;  there is no stage! The performance takes
place right in front of you, making you feel like you are completely immersed in the opera.

Operas on offer at Musica a Palazzo:

La Traviata – Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays & Saturdays
The Barber of Seville – Wednesdays & Sundays
Rigoletto – Fridays

Price per person: £100.

DAY 4First Class Train to Verona and Private Transfer to hotel

Your private watertaxi transfer will take you to Venice train station where you can board your first class train to Verona. Leaving Venice for
the mainland, watch the Veneto region travelling past your window, before you depart in Verona.

Waiting for you will be your private driver to transfer you the short distance to your hotel. All the hotels we use in Verona are within easy
walking distance of the opera arena, and all the other main sights. Choose between 4 star Hotel Firenze; a tastefully modern hotel located
close to the station and around 10mins walk to the arena. Alternatively, for the best 4 star hotel in Verona, choose Hotel Accademia, which is
a more traditional hotel located within the quieter shopping district, and only around 5mins walk from the arena.

Enjoy the rest of the day to wander and explore this new city. We recommend you dine in one of the restaurants outside of the arena. If there
is a performance on this evening, you will get a first sample of the incredible acoustics, while you enjoy a refreshing cocktail! Where to dine in
Verona

https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/where-to-dine-in-verona/
https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/where-to-dine-in-verona/
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DAY 5Day at Leisure and Attend the Opera at Arena di Verona

Spend the day exploring Verona. You can enjoy Juliet’s Balcony and Tomb, Castelvecchio, The Natural History Museum and the various
museums and churches all free with your Verona Pass Card. For more detail on our recommended sights in Verona

We would particularly recommend however, that you spend some time visiting the Arena Museum where the old sets are housed. Also worth
seeing up close some of the costumes worn by Maria Callas.

Continue your opera tour with a wander around the arena. It will be so different when all the incredible sets are installed tonight! Head to the
arena shop located within the arena walls, where you can purchase the music, libretto and all other musical souvenirs.

Alternatively, why not add in one of our Optional Extras. For a wine tasting option, we can recommend Al Cristo. However, if you want to
have some time exploring nearby Lake Garda, why not add in our Lake Garda Day Excursion. Have some time with a guide on Garda Island,
before free time in Sirmione on the bottom of the lake. See Optional Extras below for more information on both options.

This evening attend the opera at the Arena di Verona in your Complimentary Free Upgrade seats. These are the very best seats in the arena.

For a flavour of this spectacle please click on the larger photo link to the right.

The Verona Opera Schedule runs from 17 June – 04 September 2022, however, we are fully booked for June and July. Schedule:

AUGUST

Aida – 05, 21, 28
La Traviata – 06, 20
Turandot – 07, 10, 13, 19, 26
Carmen – 11, 14, 27
Carmina Burana – 12
Nabucco – 18
Domingo in Verdi Opera Night – 25

SEPTEMBER

La Traviata – 01
Turandot – 02
Nabucco – 03
Aida – 04

A la Carte Optional Extras

Lake Garda Day

https://www.weekendalacarte.co.uk/must-sees-verona/
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This is our Number 1 recommended Optional Extra. Be ready for your early start where your private driver will transfer you to Lake Garda.
Then take the boat over to stunning Garda Island. Waiting for you on Garda Island will be your guide who will give you a tour of the
landscaped gardens and the house, with the incredible 360 degree views over the lake. The tour is done with one of the present inhabitants
of the island, so they are able to provide a full background of the estate.

After the tour is completed, the boat will take you back to the mainland, where your private driver will transfer you onto Sirmione, on the
bottom of the lake. Here you have time to wander through the castle, do some souvenir shopping and have lunch. We have several
wonderful restaurants we can recommend and book a table for you (payable locally). Transfer back to your hotel with your private driver.

Price Per Person: From £275 includes private car transfers and tour of Garda Island, with free time on Sirmione. Please note the
boat and the tour of the island consists of around 20-30 people in total, but you will be broken into smaller groups for the tour.
Garda Island is closed on Saturdays and Mondays.

Wine Tasting in Al Cristo in Verona

We have two great options for you. The first is for those wine connoisseurs. Located within walking distance of your hotel is this small family
run restaurant. The Maitre will take you to the cellar and introduce you to 3-4 wines.

Alternatively, if you have done a wine tasting tour before and want to skip straight to the tasting part, why not combine with a meal, and
sampling the wines with each course.

Price Per Person: From £70 for Wine Tasting

Price Per Person: From £110 for Wine Tasting with Lunch

Price Per Person: From £125 for Wine Tasting with Dinner

DAY 6First Class Train to Florence and Private Transfer to hotel
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Today your private driver will transfer you back to Verona train station, where your first class train will transfer you to Florence. Waiting for
you as you depart the train, will be your private driver ready to take you to your hotel.

4 star Hotel Brunelleschi is perfectly located in the centre of Florence. Very close to Piazza della Republicca and just below the Duomo. With
beautiful shops and outdoor markets nearby, you are right in the middle of all the main sights, all within easy walking distance.

This hotel has a lovely restaurant, and was even featured in Dan Brown’s Inferno book. Why not wake up to ‘A Room with a View’ by
upgrading to a Deluxe Duomo view. See Optional Extra below for more information.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Upgrade Hotel Brunelleschi Deluxe Duomo View Room

Hotel Brunelleschi is strategically placed for fantastic views over the Florence Duomo but without an upgrade to a deluxe Duomo view room,
you will not be able to enjoy A Room with a View. Indulge your inner Lucy Honeychurch by waking up each morning to one of the best views
in the whole of Florence!

Price Per Person: From £65 per person per night

DAY 7Private Guided Tour of the Duomo

Today your private guide will meet you and walk over to the Duomo with you. You will visit the cathedral along with the Bapistry and Giotto’s
Campanile. All three of which are UNESCO World Heritage sites.

The Duomo is the main church in Florence and was completed in 1436 by Filippo Bruneslleschi, who was the only artist at the time to be able
to make the coned roof design work. It is still to date, the largest of its kind in the world.

The queues to enter the Duomo are long, and you will definitely feel the value of beating the queues access with your private guide.

Your guide will now leave for you for the rest of the day. You are free to continue to explore, or you may want to venture to one of the other
sites in Florence. The city is plentiful in terms of options. For first timers, we recommend adding in our Optional Extra Priority Line Passes to
the Uffizi and Accademia Galleries. No trip to Florence is complete without seeing The Birth of Venus and many thousands of other wonderful
paintings in the Uffizi, and of course Michelangelo’s original David statue is the centrepoint of the Accademia Gallery. Please see our
Optional Extras below for more information.

Alternatively, if you have been to Florence before, then we recommend you spend some time at the Medici Chapels, the Galileo Museum or
head over the Ponte Vecchio for a few hours wandering through the Pitti Palace and Boboli Gardens.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Priority Line Passes to the Accademia & Uffizi Galleries
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Visiting these two museums is quintessential Florence, but the queues can be horrendous. These timed entrance tickets means you get to
see both Michelangelo’s David in the Accademia Gallery, before moving onto the Uffizi Gallery, bypassing the long lines and getting to
witness Botticelli’s The Birth of Venus painting, amongst many others.

Price Per Person: £40 in total for the Uffizi and Accademia Gallery tickets (or £20 per person for visiting one gallery only)

 

Private Guided Tour of the Uffizi Gallery

Meet your private guide today for a thorough tour of the Uffizi Gallery. Wander through what is considered one of the best art galleries in the
world, and with good reason! Enjoy  some of the most impressive paintings of the western world, including “The Adoration of the Magi”,
“Madonna and Child”, “Baptism of Christ” and the world famous “Birth of Venus”.

Price Per Person: From £95

Private Guided Tour of the Pitti Palace

Today your private guide will take you on a tour of the Pitti Palace.

The Pitti Palace was built in 1458 and was later bought by the Medici family in 1549. It then became the chief residence of the ruling families
of the Grand Duchy of Tuscany. In this time is amassed many fine paintings. By the 18th century it became the royal palace for Napoleon.
From 1919 it opened its doors to the public, showing these valuable collections.

There are several stunning museums within the one palace to enjoy, along with the extensive Boboli Gardens. We recommend you make
sure you have a bottle of water for the gardens – they are very exposed to the sun.

Price Per Person: From £90
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DAY 8First Class Train to Rome and Private Transfer to hotel

Private transfer to the station today, for your first class train to Rome, and your final city. Waiting for you in Rome will be your private driver
who will transfer you to your hotel.

4 Star Hotel Forum is located in the Ancient Rome quarter and ideally placed opposite the Old Forum. It is very close to the Capitoline
Museums and around a 15 mins walk to the Colosseum. With a rooftop restaurant and breakfast bar, you will get to dine with stunning views.

Why not spoil yourselves, upgrading to an Imperial View Room overlooking this historical section. See Optional Extra below for more
information.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Upgrade to an Imperial View Room at Hotel Forum

With your hotel being opposite the Roman Forum, having a good view is paramount. Upgrade to an Imperial Forum room for the best view of
this ancient city.

Price Per Person: From £55 per person per night

DAY 9Private Guided Vatican Tour
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Meet your guide at your hotel and transfer onto Vatican City for your half day tour. Even early in the morning there are incredibly long
queues, all of which you can avoid by heading straight in with your guide.

Once inside see the very heart of the Catholic empire and artefacts including the exquisite Sistine Chapel, the Borgia Apartments, and so
much more. Send a postcard from the Vatican Post Office with stamps bought only at the Vatican.

Then enter the St Peter’s Basilica where the sheer scale will silence you. When you have recovered, marvel at Michelangelo’s Pieta; Jesus
lying in Mary’s arms, before continuing to enjoy the rest of this iconic building.

Your guide will leave you now and you are free to explore the Basilica further. Alternatively, why not add in our Optional Extra Ancient Rome
tour for this afternoon. Get to explore the Colosseum, the Old Forum and Palatine Hills all with a private guide. See our Optional Extras below
for more information.

If however, you would like to take in more culture, why not get a taxi and spend several hours wandering through the Capitoline Museums.
There is an excellent cafe on the roof and a good gift shop for souvenirs.

A la Carte Optional Extras

Private Guided Ancient Rome Tour

Enjoy a half-day tour of ancient Rome. You will see the Colosseum, the Roman Forum, the Palatine Hills and Augustus Arch.

Feel as if you have been taken back in time 2,500 years, following in the footsteps of the gladiators in the Colosseum. Walk through the
remains of the Roman Forum viewing what was once the centre of elections, criminal trials and public speeches. Make sure to find time to
see Augustus’s Arch, which spanned the road between the three main temples – Temple of Castor and Pollux, Caesar and Vesta.

Price Per Person: From £230

Dinner at La Pergola Restaurant in Vatican City

The roof-garden restaurant at La Pergola boasts an unparalleled panorama over the Eternal City, with the dome of St Peter’s as the centre
piece.

This perfect setting creates a magical atmosphere and dining experience in the capital.

Please note la Pergola is fully booked 3-4 months in advance so it is critical you let us know if you require a reservation in plenty of time.

Price per person: From £255 for a 6 course tasting menu
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DAY 10Private Transfer to the airport for flight home

At leisure until your private transfer to the airport for your flight home.

Alternatively if your flight is not until later, why not enjoy one more tour, but this time below ground, visiting the Catacombs. Your private
guide will provide a full history as well as taking you inside several of the catacombs. See Optional Extra below for more information.

If this is not what you are looking for you may like to consider our fuller range of Italian Short Breaks we have on our dedicated Italian website

A la Carte Optional Extras

Private Guided Catacombs Tour with Airport Transfer

No tour of Rome is complete without a trip to the underground catacombs. Your private driver will take you to the  entrance of the catacombs
where, wiht your guide, you get to view the underground cemeteries, where Christian and Jews were buried. In the past it was usual for the
families to gather here to say the funeral rites and to visit on set occasions. As overcrowding was a problem, many were buried here, dating
back to before 400AD.

After, your private driver will transfer you to the airport for your flight home.

Price Per Person: From £140 includes private driver and guide.

Where You'll Stay

Hotel Metropole
The rooms have an 18th century antique flavour, with oriental furniture and art deco style.

https://italian-short-breaks.co.uk/
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Hotel Firenze
Hotel Firenze is a modern, arty hotel.

All rooms are comfortable and elegantly furnished, with bathtub or shower with whirlpool system, computer and modem
connections, air conditioning, ISDN phone connection, satellite TV, minibar and digital safe. The hotel is the perfect base for those
wanting to travel onto other cities as it is within a 5 mins walk to the train station.

 

Hotel Accademia
The hotel is surprisingly quiet and tranquil with courteous and helpful, attentive staff. They are also one of the few hotels in Verona
to have their own restaurant.

The bedrooms are large and well furnished, the high-ceiling guest rooms are conservatively traditional with excellent furnishings.
Hotel Accademia is our most loved hotel and always attracts very positive feedback from clients.

 

Hotel Brunelleschi
This 4 star hotel offers 2 restaurants, a gym and 96 rooms and suites, some with jacuzzi and spectacular views of the “Duomo”.

Hotel Brunelleschi was created within a circular Byzantine tower and a medieval church, reconstructed, but keeping the original
characteristics. Inside you can find a private museum with the ruins discovered during the restoration. It is mentioned in Dan
Brown’s “The Da Vinci Code”.

 

Hotel Forum
For those wanting stunning views over ancient Rome, head to the American Bar on the hotel roof, for that perfect blend of
incredible views and fine dining.

The hotel can boast some distinguished guests in its time including Jacqueline Kennedy, Liz Taylor, Brigitte Bardot, King Gustav of
Sweden, Gregory Peck and the Dalai Lama!
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Reviews & Feedback
We’ve had a fantastic time and experience! A huge part of being able to completely relax and enjoy the holiday was that everything from start
to finish with yourselves had been superbly and efficiently arranged. It has been a pleasure dealing with you and having our holiday arranged
by you. The hotels were excellent, with friendly and helpful staff. Also the standard of transfer vehicles and drivers was excellent too. It helps
so much when you know everything has been arranged to such a standard.

Judith and Philip 

I have to say on behalf of Carol and myself that the trip was as close to perfect as to be unbelievable. The transfers and hotels, were brilliant
and the Opera took the experience to a whole new level. I really do not know how to thank you all for your help in arranging this trip of a
lifetime, other than to offer our heartfelt thanks to you.

Russ

Price Per Person From £2,780 (Incl Flights) 

What's Included?

● 9 nights accommodation with breakfast (Hotel Metropole – Venice), (Hotel Firenze – Verona), (Hotel Brunelleschi – Florence), (Hotel
Forum – Rome)

● Activities as described, including Free Complimentary Upgrade to the best seating for your night at the opera
● Private airport and train transfers
● 1st Class Trains
● Flights back to the UK (includes 1 hold bag per person)

 

Departure airports:

● Birmingham
● Bristol
● Edinburgh
● Gatwick
● Heathrow
● Leeds
● Luton
● Manchester
● Newcastle
● Stansted

Our international clients are welcome to book their own flights.

© 2018 Weekend a la Carte
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